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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on May 12, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment and Arguments 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on May 12, 2008 has been entered and made of record. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9 and 25 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
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art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Referring to claim 25, the specification as originally filed is silent with respect to first, 
second, third and fourth buttons, as recited in claim 25. Fig. 1 1 depicts three buttons 610, 620, 
and 630. Button 610 moves the filter window, button 620 performs the functions of blurring, 
and button 630 performs the functions of the filter window forming unit, the region copying unit, 
and the color information substituting unit (Specification, p. 11). The Examiner was unable to 
find an instance in the specification that provides support for the four buttons performing the 
four respective functions recited in claim 25. If the Applicant disagrees, the Applicant is 
requested to point out the exact location in the specification that provides support for this feature. 

Referring to claim 26, the specification as originally filed is silent with respect to a 
copying unit being in communication with a selection button integral with the second button, as 
recited in claim 26. The Examiner was unable to find an instance in the specification that 
provides support for this feature. If the Applicant disagrees, the Applicant is requested to point 
out the exact location in the specification that provides support for this feature. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of 
Carau et al., U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0210335 (hereinafter Carau) and 
Safai et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,167,469 (hereinafter Safai). 

Referring to claim 9, Carau discloses an apparatus (100) for retouching a photographed 
image using a digital camera [fig. 1], comprising: 

a region recognition unit (161) for recognizing an image region (420) which is to be 
retouched in the photographed image and outputting the recognized image region [pars. 40-43 
and fig. 4], the region recognition unit including a first button located on the digital camera, the 
first button operable to initiate a window moving function for defining a recognized image 
region (420) which is to be retouched [pars. 25, and 40-43. Note that the user interface 164 may 
include one or more buttons that allow the user to input commands. Carau explains that the user 
can use the interface 164 to select a desired region in the image by moving window 420.]; and 

a region retouch unit (161) for retouching (editing) the recognized image region input 
from the region recognition unit, and outputting the retouched result [pars. 43-46. Note that a 
user may retouch the image by performing cropping or red-eye correction operations. Here, the 
user-selected region 420 is cropped out from the original image.], 

the region retouch unit including a second button located on the digital camera operable 
to initiate only a retouching function of the recognized image region [par. 25. As explained 
above, the user interface 164 may include one or more buttons that allow the user to input 
commands. Carau explains that the user can initiate retouching functions such as selecting a 
desired region in the image and cropping the desired region (par. 41-43), or performing red-eye 
correction processing (pars. 45-46). Accordingly, the Examiner construes the user interface 164 
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to have at least first and second buttons that allow the user to input commands to perform these 
functions.]. 

Carau discloses that the camera has multiple buttons [par. 25], but does not specify the 
exact number and location of the buttons. For example, Carau does not disclose that the second 
button is located adjacent to the first button. 

The Examiner notes that the exact configuration of the buttons on the digital camera is 
not considered a patentably distinctive feature. Applicant has not disclosed that the specific 
arrangement of the buttons provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a 
stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's 
invention to perform equally well with a first button adjacent to the second button or the first 
button and second button located anywhere else on the camera because both configurations 
perform the same functions — allows a user to select a desired region, perform cropping, or 
perform red-eye correction. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Carau so that the first button and second button are adjacent to each other. 

The Examiner nonetheless notes that a digital camera having multiple buttons adjacent to 
one another was exceedingly well known in the art. For example, Safai discloses a digital 
camera with buttons in such a configuration [see fig. 1.]. 

Carau and Safai are combinable because they are both concerned with performing image 
retouching operations using a digital camera. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Carau' s buttons so they are located 
adjacent to each other, as taught by Safai. The reason for doing so would have been to enhance 
the user friendliness of the camera by having all the buttons close to one another. Therefore, it 
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would have been obvious to combine Carau with Safai to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 9. 

6. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Carau, Safai, and Cok, U.S. Patent No. 5,555,194 (hereinafter Cok). 

Referring to claim 10, Carau explains that the region retouch unit performs editing 
operations such as cropping and red-eye correction processing. But neither Carau nor Safai 
explicitly disclose that the region retouch unit performs blurring of the recognized image region. 

The Examiner notes that blurring was an exceedingly well known type of editing 
operation performed on digitally captured images. For example, Cok discloses editing 
operations comprising blurring of a recognized image region [col. 2, 11. 23-30]. The Examiner 
notes that the combination of Carau and Cok would have resulted in the camera of Carau having 
the blurring capability of Cok. Because Carau discloses buttons that allow a user to input 
commands [par. 25], the combination would have further resulted in a (third) button on Carau's 
camera that was operable to initiate the blurring operation of Cok. 

Carau, Safai, and Cok are combinable because they are all concerned with performing 
editing operations on a digital image. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the region retouch unit of Carau and Safai so that it 
is capable of blurring the recognized image region, as taught by Cok. The reason for doing so 
would have been to enhance the captured images by performing on-camera editing of the 
captured images [see Carau, par. 6 and Cok, col. 1, 11. 13-21]. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine Carau and Safai with Cok to obtain the invention as specified in claim 10. 
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Referring to claim 11, Cok further discloses: 

a filter window forming unit for forming a first filter window having the same size as the 
recognized image region and outputting the formed first filter window (col. 1, 11. 21 - 67); a filter 
window moving unit for moving the first filter window input from the filter window forming unit 
on a screen of the digital camera and outputting the moved result (col. 1, 11. 21 - 67); a region 
copying unit for copying the image region on which the first filter window is disposed in 
response to receiving of the moved result of the first filter window, and outputting the copied 
image region (col. 1, 11. 21 - 67); and a color information substituting unit for substituting the 
color information of the recognized image region with that of the copied image region in 
response to receiving of the moved result of the first filter window including the copied image 
region from the filter window moving unit, and outputting the substituted image region (col. 1 , 11. 
21 - 67). 

Referring to claim 12, Cok further discloses that the filter window forming unit forms 
windows having several selective sizes (Cok, col. 1, lines 49 - 55). 

Referring to claim 13, Cok further discloses: a peripheral region recognizing unit for 
recognizing a peripheral image region including the substituted image region in response to 
receiving of the substituted image region from the color information substituting unit, and 
outputting the recognized peripheral image region (Cok, col. 2, lines 22 - 30: Cok needs to 
identify the boundary region in order to blur it.); and a peripheral region blurring unit for 
blurring the recognized peripheral image region input from the peripheral region recognizing 
unit, and outputting the blurred peripheral image region (Cok, col. 2, lines 22 - 30). 
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Referring to claim 14, Cok further discloses a region expanding unit for expanding the 
recognized image region input from the region recognition unit and outputting the expanded 
image region, wherein the region retouch unit retouches the expanded image region input from 
the region expanding unit and outputs the retouched image region (Cok, col. 2, lines 22 - 30: By 
identifying the boundary region of retouch area Cok is finding an expanded image area.). 

Referring to claim 15, Cok further discloses that the region retouch unit comprises: a 
detailed retouch region recognizing unit for recognizing the detailed retouch region in the 
expanded image region and outputting the recognized detailed retouch region (Cok, col. 1, lines 
49-55: Cok identifies the area to be retouched); and a detailed retouch region blurring unit for 
blurring the detailed retouch region input from the detailed retouch region recognizing unit and 
outputting the blurred detailed retouch region (Cok, col. 2, lines 22 - 30). 

Referring to claims 16-18, claims 16-18 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 11- 
13. The arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 11-13 are applicable to claims 
16-18. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-7421. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon thru Thurs 8:30am to 6pm and alternating Fri 9:30am 
to 6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/CHARLES KIM/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 
chongr .kim@uspto . gov 



July 8, 2008 



